Press Release

Diane Abbott MP special guest at the Winner One O’Clock
Club in Hackney

Diane Abbott, MP for Hackney North and Stoke Newington, paid a special visit to a new
“One O’'Clock Club” for under fives which was set up recently by local single mum Olive

Aladejare.

Working closely with IDS, the Hackney based housing association,Olive set up the One
O’Clock Club earlier this year. The club is based on IDS’ Navarino Mansions estate in
Dalston Lane, E8. One O’Clock Clubs are similar to play groups but parents and carers

stay with the children whilst they play.

A local mother of three, Olive has qualifications and experience both in childcare and
business. She has purchased all the toys at her own expense and took just eight weeks to

get the project up and running after first contacting IDS.

Olive said: “l was inspired to set up the Winner One O’Clock Club because there was
nothing else available locally for young children, particularly in the afternoons. Parents on
the Nightingale estate have to pay £2.50 in bus fares to travel to other facilities in Hackney
— something that people on benefits just can't afford to do regularly. | wanted to provide a
place locally where parents could come and chill out, and socialise with each other while
their children had new toys and friends to play with. It will be particularly nice for single

mothers to have somewhere to meet other parents.”

Diane Abbott, MP, who, for several years was a voluntary Board member of IDS, visited
the One O’Clock Club on Friday 11 June. Ms Abbott said "l want to congratulate Olive on
a great initiative which will help mothers and children in Hackney and IDS for being so

helpful”.

Olive Aladejare added “We called it the Winner One O’Clock Club because we wanted

the name to speak for itself — this independent club run by and for the local community will

be a winner.”
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Olive decided to set up the club after attending a Sure Start project hosted by IDS. Sure
Start is a Government programme which aims to achieve better future for children, parents

and communities.

Olive aims to set up other clubs locally in the future that would provide valuable work

experience for older school children who would like to gain experience of childcare.

Ends

14 June 2004
For further information please contact Paul Westbrook, on 0208 800 9606.

Editor’'s notes

IDS

IDS is more formally known as the Industrial Dwellings Society. It was established by a
group of Jewish philanthropists in 1885 in order to relieve the overcrowding in the East
End of London where the large population of new immigrants faced very poor housing

conditions.

Today, IDS manages over 1,400 properties in Hackney, Tower Hamlets, Southwark,
Redbridge, Barnet, Haringey, Camden and Hertsmere. IDS specialises in providing
housing for the Jewish community but its tenants also reflect the general ethnic mix of the
communities in which it operates. IDS has an ongoing development programme. Its aim is
to provide accommodation to meet the needs of its traditional client group.

IDS employs around 50 staff, many of whom are residentially-based on the Society’'s
estates.



