
 

 
 
 
Press Release 
 

Young community activists recognized for 
their efforts 
 
Barbara Pekau, 16, has been awarded a Community Champions award of 

£2,000 on behalf of the youth committee she and other young tenants on IDS 

estates have recently formed. 

 

A group of young people from the estates were initially engaged over the 

summer to run a peer research and consultation project on three estates owned 

by IDS, the Hackney based housing association. The research project led to the 

formation of a youth committee representing young tenants on the Stoke 

Newington, Navarino Mansions and Evelyn Court estates. 

 

The research report had highlighted the fact that young people wanted to take 

part in more activities and trips. Barbara applied to the Scarman Trust for the 

Community Champions award on behalf of the group to enable them, together 

with a youth participation consultant, to take teenagers on trips.  

Barbara said “The aim of the Youth Committee is to be a microphone for young 

people in Hackney – to put forward their ideas and make them happen. This 

award will go along way towards providing exciting trips and activities for people 

who could not normally afford to do so”. 

 

The group has also obtained funds to make a video documentary about the youth 

engagement project which they hope will be used as a model of good practice 

and encourage young people from other estates to follow in their footsteps. 
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For further information please contact Steve Curtis on 07812 241 048  
 
 



 

Editor’s notes 
IDS 
IDS is more formally known as the Industrial Dwellings Society. It was 
established by a group of Jewish philanthropists in 1885 in order to relieve the 
overcrowding in the East End of London where the large population of new 
immigrants faced very poor housing conditions. 
 
Today, IDS manages over 1,400 properties in Hackney, Tower Hamlets, 
Southwark, Redbridge, Barnet, Haringey, Camden and Hertsmere. IDS 
specialises in providing housing for the Jewish community but its tenants also 
reflect the general ethnic mix of the communities in which it operates. IDS has an 
ongoing development programme. Its aim is to provide accommodation to meet 
the needs of its traditional client group. 
 
IDS employs around 50 staff, many of whom are residentially-based on the 
Society’s estates. 
 

Steve Curtis Associates (SCA) and CityZEN were commissioned by IDS to 
help facilitate the work. SCA have considerable experience in recruiting and 
training young people to become more active in their communities. CityZEN is 
a Hackney based peer-led, youth empowerment group. Winners of the Philip 
Lawrence award 2 years ago CityZEN motivate and train their peers to think 
about becoming active citizens within their community.  

The IDS Youth Committee has formed the following four objectives: 

1. To represent and empower young people and the area we live in. 

2. To improve facilities and help provide more activities for young people on 
the estates. 

3. To have a clear vision about the changes necessary, to create a sense of 
ownership on the estates and to promote and publicise the work of the 
youth committee widely. 

4. To show a positive side of young people, that they can be serious, 
committed and responsible. 

 

The Youth Engagement Project research found the following results: 
·  43% of young people and 70% of adults said  they liked living on the 

estate 
·  Young people hang out on the estates and local park 
·  Young people said that they liked some of the activities provided 

(computer room) & what most reported as a ‘nice friendly atmosphere’ 
·  The biggest concerns about the area for young people were crime and 

safety (37%); leisure and things to do (37%); young people being taken 
seriously (32%); gangs (25%) and drugs (23%) 

·  The biggest concerns about the area for adults were crime and safety 
(67%); leisure and things to do (40%); gangs (33%) and drugs (33%) 

·  The most popular activities that young people wanted to see more of 
were trips out (54%); music (49%), dance (48%), multi-media projects 
(38%) and sports (37%). Adults felt that there should be more sports 
(63%) ; computer (57%) ; and music (53%) provision 

·  72% of young people and 77% of adults felt that young people should 
have more of an involvement on the estate 

·  37% of young people said that they would want to get involved 
 


