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Getting Hackney Moving
You don’t have to be waiting for 
housing to know that there is an 
extreme shortage of affordable 
housing in London.  It’s at the 
top of the political agenda at 
the moment and there will be 
something about the housing 
crisis on practically every news 
programme or paper you look at.  

There are lots of plans to address the 
problems in the pipeline, but those are 
of little comfort to tenants who may have 
been waiting for years for a transfer.   

However, there may be some good news 
if you are an IDS tenant living in Hackney.  
Hackney Housing are currently piloting 
some very innovative schemes to increase 
the transfer options of both Council and 
housing association tenants.

The Underoccupation Cash  
Incentive Scheme
This offers tenants practical support 
and cash help in moving to a smaller 
home.  IDS has already worked very 

successfully with Hackney Housing to 
help free up under occupied homes. 

Choose & Move
Hackney Housing have received a grant to 
help severely overcrowded families move 
to larger properties in the private sector.  
This can include a payment of up to 
£6000, depending on your circumstances.

Am I Eligible?  REGISTER NOW!!
Hackney are encouraging housing 
association tenants to join the Housing 
Register.  You can collect an application 
form from Neighbourhood Offices or 
the One Stop Shop at the Town Hall.   
Even if you do not qualify for these 
schemes you will be awarded priority for 
a move according to your circumstances 
and once you are registered you will be 
able to bid for available property in the 
weekly Hackney Choice scheme.

If you would like further information 
there are leaflets in all Hackney 
estate offices and at IDS’ head office.  
Alternatively you can call the Mobility 

Team at Hackney on 020 8356 5823 
or 5752 who will give you detailed 
information on the schemes.  

We all know how difficult getting a 
transfer is at the moment, but Hackney’s 
new schemes are looking at creative ways 
to break the jam and at least starting to 
Get Hackney Moving.  

Good Neighbourhood Agreements 
We are sure you are aware 
that in response to residents 
wanting more involvement in 
community matters IDS launched 
a number of initiatives to increase 
tenant participation. The Good 
Neighbourhood Agreements 
are one of the first attempts to 
increase tenant participation 
in the fight against anti-social 
behaviour and will be joined 
by several new initiatives in the 
coming months.

After consultation with over 130 
tenants, community leaders and tenant 
associations we have agreements which 
reflect what you believe will foster respect 
for your communities, each other and 
neighbourhoods. With the help of the 
various tenants associations across IDS 
the final agreements will be drafted and 
published. We would like to thank the 
many people who have taken the time 
and effort to help guide and construct 
the agreements and hope that you will 
embrace their hard work to make your 
community a better place to live.
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Supporting People in Hackney - Update
Hackney Council has decided 
to change the way in which it 
organises and pays for housing 
related support offered to elderly 
people in the Borough. These 
plans will mean considerable 
changes to the way support and 
housing management services 
are provided at three of IDS’ 
sheltered housing schemes at 
Ajex House in Stamford Hill, 
Clifford Lawton House on Whiston 
Road, Haggeston and Navarino 
Mansions, Dalston Lane, Hackney.

Supporting People is the funding and 
control regime whereby IDS receives 
funding for housing related support 
costs to residents of its sheltered housing 
schemes. The funding contributes 
towards each sheltered tenant 
receiving support from a residential 
scheme manager and through centrally 
monitored alarm call system. 

LB Hackney is proposing to change the 
way in which it allocates Supporting 
People funding. It plans to remove 
the current funding arrangements 
and instead award four floating 
support contracts based on the four 
neighbourhood areas of the Borough. 
IDS is not set up to bid for large 
floating support contracts and in any 
case our three schemes are based in 
three different neighbourhoods. 

Understandably, tenants are worried 
and distressed at Hackney’s proposals. 
Meetings were held during the summer at 
all of our Hackney schemes. Every meeting 
was very lively with overwhelming support 

from residents for IDS to continue to 
provide support services and retain the 
services of the Resident Scheme Managers. 
Two senior officers from the borough 
attended all of the meetings presenting 
the rationale behind there proposals and 
answering questions from residents.

The largest and most vociferous 
meeting took place at AJEX House 
where members of AJEX National 
Council attended as well as opposition 
councillors and the local press. 

Several articles have appeared in the 
Hackney Gazette and Jewish press. Petitions 
from all of our schemes have been sent to 
local MPs and all Hackney Councillors. 

We have contacted all of the large 
providers of support in Hackney and 
have met with the largest provider, 
Hanover in Hackney. They are likely to 
bid for three of the four neighbourhood 
contracts and are happy to work with 
us which, if our joint bid to Hackney is 
successful should mean that the current 
resident scheme manager system can 
continue. A joint letter from both 
organisations has been sent to Hackney 
outlining our proposal to work together. 
Hackney have responded stating that 
they are happy to receive consortia 
bids. We hope to be meeting with other 
providers in the near future.

Residents and their families are making their views known at a recent meeting at Ajex House to discuss 
LB Hackney’s proposals on Supporting People funding

Diamond  
Wedding  
celebrations
Morris and Anita Turze celebrated 
their diamond wedding in September 
with over 60 people enjoying a party 
at Ajex House. The couple have lived 
at Ajex House for the last seven years 
and are an active couple involved 
in the Ajex social club. They enjoy 
several holidays each year and also 
take part in plenty of other outside 
activities.

The Ajex House friendship 
club has recently put up their 
Sukkah. Sukkot, or Feast of 
Tabernacles is a holiday where 
Jews are instructed to construct 
a temporary structure in which 
to eat their meals, entertain 
guests, relax, and even sleep. 
The sukkah is reminiscent of the 
type of huts in which the ancient 
Israelites dwelt during their 40 

years of wandering in the desert 
after the Exodus from Egypt, 
and is intended to reflect God’s 
benevolence in providing for all 
the Jews’ needs in the desert.

The sukkah is a temporary building 
used for meals throughout the holiday. 
It can be built of any materials, but its 
roof must be of organic material and 
partially open to the sky. The decor of 

the interior of the sukkah may range 
from totally unornamented to lavishly 
decorated. Other sheltered schemes at 
IDS also erect a Sukkot at this time.

Residents of Ajex joined for a social tea 
in the Sukkah at the end of September 
to enjoy a screening of the new Ajex 
video Jewish War Heroes of the British 
Armed Forces.

Sukkah

IDS owns a number of shops on 
Stoke Newington Road, below Stoke 
Newington estate flats, which are 
rented out to a variety of companies. 
These shops sell a variety of 
goods and services for the local 
community. They include an optician, 
launderette, hairdressers, alternative 
medicine centre, bicycle shop, as 
well as gifts and jewellery shops. 
The rental income from these shops 
helps to pay for our welfare services.

 The Ark at no 161 is a shop selling 
contemporary gifts and home 
accessories. It is featured in the Time Out 
shopping guide and is open on Tuesdays 
to Saturdays from 11am to 6pm. Current 
best sellers are strong, foldable and 
environmentally friendly onya bags, 

organic scented candles and fun LSA hula 
vodka glasses. You can see more at their 
website www.thearkgifts.com

Mystic Fragrance at 145 has been 
established for over 25 years. It 
specialises in holistic treatments to 

promote good health and wellbeing. 
Products include spiritual secrets, 
alternative medicine, nutritional 
supplements, aromatherapy and 
scented candles. They supply a variety 
of specialist books for both esoteric and 
health practitioners.

They also offer free walk-in advice for 
you or you can call 020 7254 4776.

Sinem Hair & Beauty Salon at 
147 has also been established for 
25 years. Their service includes 
professional cuts, blow-drys, colour, 
highlights, perms, extensions and 
much more. They also specialise in 
bridal hair and make-up and have a 
range of beauty therapies on offer 
including tanning booths. 

Stoke Newington Road Shops

One of Stoke Newington’s shops

AGM in Hendon 
IDS chose to hold its Annual 
General Meeting at Hendon 
Town Hall this year to celebrate 
the recent acquisition of  
11 homes in the Borough of 
Barnet. Bernie Myers gave 
the Chairman’s report which 
showcased the various highlights 
of the year including the 
completion of properties at 
Koban Court in Hendon and 
Century Park in  Barkingside, 
substantial grants for repairs 
and high levels of tenant 
satisfaction shown in our 
independent tenants’ survey.

Marion Herbst and Bernie Myers 
were both re-elected to the Board 
and Brian Leader Cramer and 
Michelle Minsky both stepped down 
after many years of service.

The MIH youth group showed their 
recent  video  taken at the summer 
fun day at Evelyn Court. Speakers 
included Cllr Anthony Finn, Cabinet 
Member for Regeneration in Barnet 
and Cllr Faizullah Khan, Deputy 

Speaker for LB Hackney. Cllr Finn 
described the regeneration work 
being carried out in partnership 
with the private sector and housing 
associations on four old council 
estates. He expressed his belief in the 
future of council housing providing 
mixed tenure estates with a mix 
of rented, mortgaged and shared 
ownership homes. He also outlined 
Barnet’s ambitious regeneration 
plans of the Brent Cross area costing 
some £3Billion and resulting in  
up to 10,000 new homes over the 
next 20 years. 

IDS Chairman, Bernie Myers talking to some 
of the MIH group at the AGM

Anita and Morris Turze
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Development update
You don’t get many balmy 
days in April on the North Sea 
coast but the temperature and 
sunshine were perfect on April 
the fourteenth this year, when IDS 
staff Members, Jo Simmonds and 
Gary Thompson were married at a 
seafront hotel in Lowestoft.

“I was very worried we’d all be shivering 
in the wind and rain” Jo said, “but the 
weather was perfect - clear blue skies, 
warm and windless. We couldn’t believe 
our luck. The day went perfectly”.

“It was a quiet wedding, mostly just 
our children and grandchildren, but 
still a memorable day. The service was 
very moving, with tributes paid to 
our late partners. Our granddaughters 
all looked very beautiful in their 
bridesmaids dresses.”

The wedding was followed by a 
honeymoon in the Cognac region 
of France where the perfect weather 
continued, with temperatures in the 
eighties every day.

Jo and Gary have both returned to work 
now, back in the usual routine and 
settling down to life as an old married 
couple!  We wish them many happy and 
peaceful years to come.

Wedding Bells

Annual Report 
The 2006-2007 IDS annual report has 
been released. This contains details of 
all the key IDS events over the last year 
as well as a summary of the finances and 
profiles of housing stock. The recent 
tenant satisfaction survey results are also 
provided. As last year IDS has chosen to 
use a calendar theme where the Jewish 
dates are listed alongside the traditional 
calendar. If you do not already have a 
copy they are available from head office.

Jo and Gary at their wedding

We have recently completed the 
purchase of leases for the eight 
rented and three key worker 
shared ownership flats at Koban 
Court on the corner of Greyhound 
Hill and Watford Way in Hendon. 
These properties form part of a 
larger development of 61 homes 
built by a private developer for 
outright sale.

We have a number of new homes in the 
development pipeline. These include 
Queen Mary Gate, South Woodford 
which is a large development by 
Telford Homes. The principal housing 
association is Circle Anglia. IDS and 
John Grooms Housing Association 
are working as specialist housing 
providers. IDS will own 12 properties 
at the scheme including four for 
shared ownership.

At Genas Close, Barkingside we are 
once again working with Circle Anglia 
to provide six flats and houses for rent 
and shared ownership. This forms part 

of a larger development by Persimmon 
Homes. To date three properties have 
been handed over to residents with a 
further three in July 2008.

On the site of the former Lathams 
Timber yard close to the River Lee in 
Clapton IDS is working with Southern 
Housing Group to provide nine large 
rented homes for orthodox Jewish 
families. This is part of the Altius scheme 
being built by George Wimpey.

At Leaside Road, Clapton we are working 
in partnership with Metropolitan 
Housing Trust. On completion IDS will 
own 15 flats for rent, designed to meet 
the needs of orthodox Jewish families. 
Metropolitan will retain the shared 
ownership housing which also forms 
part of this scheme.

Other schemes still in the planning 
stage include the site of the former 
Odeon in Gants Hill, Five Oaks 
Lane in Hainult and the former West 
Hackney Synagogue site. 

Richard Hawkins, Director of Housing, presenting the cheque to the top prize winner of the draw 
as part of the STATUS tenants survey. The three winners were: Mrs Gladstone - Hilary Dennis Court 
(£200), Ms Dowley - Imperial Avenue (£150) and Mr Loder - Evelina Mansions (£100).
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